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Introduction

The Winflash utility is a 32/64 bit merged application that runs in a 32/64 bit Windows environment to update,
backup, and restore the system BIOS on a flash device. The utility, previously named flash.exe, runs under Windows
98, ME, NT, 2000, XP, Vista (32/64) and WinPE.

Running WinFlash

This section provides information about how to use the WinFlash utility.

Accessing WinFlash

To run WinFlash as a Windows-based utility, use the following steps (please make sure winflash.sys or winflash64.sys
is available):

1. Close all other programs.
2. Click the WINFLASH.EXE icon to start the program. The main window appears as in the following figure.

Figure 2-1 WinFlash main window
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Backing up the BIOS

To save the old BIOS to afile, select File>Save Old BIOS from the main menu as shown in the following example.

Figure 2-2 Save Old BIOS menu option
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Specify the name of the backup file and click the Save button.

Figure 2-3 Saving the backup file
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When the Backup BIOS dialog displays, click the Backup button to start backing up the BIOS.
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Figure 2-4 Backup BIOS dialog
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Updating the BIOS

To update the BIOS, select File>Update BIOS from the main menu as shown in the
following figure.

Figure 2-5 Update BIOS menu option
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When the Open window displays, specify the name of the BIOS file in the File Name field and click the Open button.

Figure 2-6  Open window
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When the Update System BIOS dialog displays, click the Update button. An update percentage window appears as in
the following figure:
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Figure 2-7 Update system BIOS dialog
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Additional Options

You can do the following additional tasks with WinFlash:

Update BootBlock
Clear DMI

Clear PNP

Clear CMOS

Load CMOS default
Update one hole only

Update whole Hole area
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Rebooting
After you update the BIOS, the WinFlash program displays the following dialog asking if you want to reboot.

Figure 2-9 Rebooting dialog
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Select Yes to reboot your system. After your system has rebooted, the updates to your BIOS will take effect.

Winflash as a command prompt utility

You can also run the Winflash utility at the command line. This section describes the command line parameters and
switches, with examples of their usage.

Syntax: FLASH [FileNamel] [FileName2] [/<sw>[/<sw>..]] FileNamel: NewBIOS name for flash
programming FileName2: BIOS file for backing up the original BIOS

Save and update

/ Program (update) BIOS; switch y or n.
/§§ Sav% old EI%S; s)witchyor n. Y




Example 1

Example 2

Example 3

Clear data

CHAPTER 2 RUNNING WINFLASH

To program a new BIOS and save the old BIOS, enter the following at the
command line:

Winflash newbios.bin oldbios.bin /py /sy

This program saves the old BIOS to the specified file and updates it with the
new

BIOS.

To program a new BIOS without saving the old BIOS, enter the
following at the command line:

Winflash newbios.bin /py

To save the old BIOS to a file without updating it, enter the
following at the command line:

Winflash oldbios.bin /sy

/cc: Clear CMOS Data after programming
/cp: Clear PNP(ESCD) Data after programming
/cd: Clear DMI Data after programming

Exit utility or reset system

/Exit:  Return to OS when programming is done
/R:  RESET system after programming

Other parameters

/nbl:  No BIOS Lock string support, skip comparison of BIOS Lock string
/drv:  Unload driver, when Winflash exits
/skip: Do not copy driver file to Windows system driver directory



Summary of switches

Table 2-1 Winflash.exe switch summary

Switch Description
[FileName1l] New BIOS Name For Flash Programming
[FileName2] BIOS File For Backing-up the Original BIOS
Ipy Program Flash Memory
~ Switch Description
sy Backup Original BIOS To Disk File
/cd Clear DMI data after programming
fcp Clear PnP (ESCD) data after programming
fcc Skip BootBlock programming
/nbl No BIOS Lock string support
fexit Return to OS when programming is done
Ir Reset system after programming
[skip Do not copy driver file to system directory

/drv Unload driver when Winflash exits
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